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ERYSIPELAS; CASES ILLUSTRATING ITS NATURAL HISTORY. 
[Read before the Boston Seciety for Medical Improvement, May 14th, 1866, by B. E. Corrixc, M.D.] 


' Case IL—A. B., aged 28, unmarried. Convalescent from severe 
tonsillitis. 

1st day—At noon of day after nurse left, a red, erysipelatous 
spot appeared on left side of nose, which spread completely over the 
whole nose by nightfall. | 

2d day.—Left cheek covered with several-vesications of half an 
inch or more in diameter. Feverish. 

3d day.—Whole of left and large part of right cheek occupied by 
the disease. Increased fever. 

4th day.—The forehead invaded. Fever quite high. Pulse 100. 
Great restlessness, with pains in various parts of the body and 
limbs. 

Sth day.—The whole face and ears involved; the eyes completely 
closed. Constitutional symptoms severe. Pulse 120. 

6th day.—A portion of the scalp behind and above the left ear 
occupied. Vesications dried up, and the lower part of the face much ~ 
improved. 

ith day.—No further progress of the disease. Exfoliation gene- 
ral. Convalescent. 

Case 11.—Y. Z., aged 33, married. Materfamilias. 

1st day.—P. M. Soreness in front of right ear. Small’red spot 
on right side of nose, just below angle ef eye. Pains in bones, and 
general discomfort. 

2d day.—Erysipelatous blush over upper part of face, and a little 
on forehead; demarcation well marked on upper edge, imperfectly 
on lower border. Restlessness, general pains. Fever. Pulse 100. 
Slight delirium on dozing. 

3d day.—Whole face involved—disease on scalp extending to co- 
ronal suture. Left ear slightly affected. Eyes closed. Many small 
vesicles. General symptoms as before. 

4th day.—Disease reached the occipital suture. Left ear tensely 
swollen. Face begins to exfoliate. No other change of importance. 

5th day.—No further progress of the disease. A general subsi- 
dence of all its symptoms. 
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Treatment—No attempt was made to arrest the disease in either 
case by internal medicines or external applications. In the first case, 
an anodyne syrup of gum acacia, of the strength of poppy syrup, was 
given, in drachm-doses, on the evening of the third day, and on the 
fourth and fifth days every four hours. In the second case, five grains 
of Dover’s powder were administered the second night. Both patients 
were allowed fractions of Seidlitz powders, say, one-tenth to one-sixth 
at a time, with from four to six hours interval, as a grateful effervescing 
draught. In the first case a whole Seidlitz was taken in the morn- 
ing of the third, fourth and fifth days. Acidulated drinks and pure 
water were permitted, as desired. For an external application, the 
first patient preferred warm water; and the second, cool milk and 
water. They used these whenever and as they pleased. The dict 
consisted of broths, gruel, milk, &c. The rest of the treatment may 
be included under the general head of good nursing. 

These cases, though severe and confining the patients to the — 
bed, are not presented as very extraordinary. Many such occur 
on all sides every season. But as instances of spontaneous progress 
and termination of the disease, they may be worth’preserving. They 
have occurred, too, since the last paper the writer read to this Socie- 
ty, a few weeks since, and he hopes that the treatment adopted in 
these may receive the same sanction here as that in the former cases.* 
He believes also that the results compare well with those following 
highly extolled “remedies.” During the fashion some years ago, he, 
in common with others, resorted to painting with iodine. He had 
previously used nitrate of silver, and other measures transitorily 
popular, but had failed to see their advantages. The iodine pro- 
duced no better results; the disease invariably, in his estimation, 
going to its natural limits. Once, about that time, having two cases 
of the disease, in middle-aged members of the same family, both be- 
ginning in the nose—the one, treated with cool water only, ended on 
the check; while the other progressed until it extended over the 
head and down the back to the hips, unchecked by iodine, nitrate of 
silver, and other harsher applications. In neither of these cases 
was the disease apparently influenced in its natural course and event 
by the treatment. Ten years ago the writer reported quite a num- 
ber of similar cases to this Society.t If we knew more of the natu- 
ral history of this and other common diseases, we could better judge 
how far active interference at any time may be serviceable. Such 
investigations, though less obnoxious to censure than formerly, are 
none the less worthy the attention of our ablest men at the present 
time, for “it may now be affirmed that practitioners of the present 
day are, speaking generally, almost as uninformed in this particular 
as were their predecessors fifty or a hundred years back.’”’t 


* See report of this meeting, when published in this Journat. ; 
+ See Socicty’s Records, vol. ii. pp. 284 and 328. 


t Sir John Forbes, Nature and Art in the Cure of Disease, yp. 5. 


; 
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CASE OF NZEVUS; OR HYPERTROPHY, CORRUGATION AND DISCO. 
LORATION OF THE SKIN. 


{Read before the Norfolk District Medical Society, May 9th, 1866, by G. J. ArNoxp, M.D., of Roxbury.] 


Mary B., aged 25 years, a poor, semi-demented creature, was con- 
fined with an illegitimate female child, at full time, after a normal 
labor. Upon the left arm of the child, involving nearly the whole 
limb, was a peculiar deformity, which had for the most part the ap- 
pearance of an immense mole. Beginning just above the wrist, it 
covered the entire arm and shoulder, spreading out upon the chest 
in front nearly to the nipple; upon the back to the median line, and 
descending as far as the angle of the scapula. Its color was an in- 
tense brown, or quite black, for the most part; much lighter on the 
fore-arm, but there also with black spots upon the brown. Most of that 
on the body was shaded off with a lighter brown, varying from half an 
inch to two or three lines in width. Upon the top of the shoulder, 
the upper portion of the arm, and about the region of the spine of 
the scapula, the surface was, deeply corrugated and fissured. The 
flesh was raised into ridges and prominences, and was largely nodu- 
lated. These nodules were to the feel quite firm, as if arising from 
thickening and obesity of the skin and the tissues just beneath it. 
The region of the biceps seemed almost entirely occupied by these 
thickened masses, which were much blacker there than on the sur- 
rounding parts. An abundant growth of hair also covered this part, 
quite long, silky, and perfectly white. 

There was another large spot upon the back and upper part of pel- 
vis of left side, measuring from two to two and a half inches in diame- 
tcr, somewhat oval in form, not intensely dark, but with some promi- 
nence and density of tissue. Upon this spot also the hair was abun- 
dant. Still another spot, of about half an inch in diameter, occupied 
the right hip. There were also numerous scattered brown spots, 


like common moles, measuring from two to three lines in diameter, 
here and there over the body and extremities; but hardly a trace 
upon the head. There was no appearance of ecchymosis In any part. 

As the child died twenty-four hours after birth, photographs were 
taken, from which the above wood-cuts have been prepared, which 


will give a better idea of the case than a more lengthened description. 


« 
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In Saint-Hilaire’s “ Anomalies de l’Organization,” vol. i., p. 331, 
we have the following, which more nearly approaches the case above 
reported than any other we have been able to find. We give a trans- 
lation. 

“The lower part of the back, loins and thighs were covered with 
a blackish, thickened, ragous, and deeply furrowed skin—with an 
appearauce of cicatrices m many places, and covered with short, 
coarse and pretty closely set hair. In these cases the skin present- 
ed a striking resemblance to that of a hog. Besides this large 
blackened surface, the limbs, the whole body, the face, and even the 
scalp, were thickly spattered with spots of a reddish-brown color— 
some round or oval, others elongated and irregularly quadrangular, 
and othe-s triangular. The skin otherwise was very white.” 

In a note, Saint-Hilaire says, “the color affected the whole thick- 
ness of the skin itself ’”—as it apparently did in the case we report. 


Reports of MAcvical Socicties. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.—THE 
MEETINGS OF THE SECTIONS. 


Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics. 


Discussion on Diphtheria.—The Section was organized by the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Lake J. Teflt, of New York, Chairman, and Dr. W. 
B. Bibbins, of New York, Secretary. 

Dr. H. D. Holton, of Putney, Vt., Chairman of the Committee on 
Diphtheria, as it had prevailed in the United States, made a report by 
reading an elaborate and interesting paper. He gave a history of the 
disease from its first appearance in this country, more than a eentury 
since. He insisted that diphtheria should not be confounded with fol- 
licular tonsillitis and kindred affections; in fact, nothing should be 
dignified with the name that did not present the characteristic exuda- 
tion, with swelling of the cervical glands, &c. Neither should it be 
confounded with scarlatina or croup. Tables were presented showing © 
the fatal months, the proportion of deaths at various ages of the three 
diseases. The disease was divided into diphtheria simplex, diphthe- 
ria maligna or gangrenosa, and tracheal diphtheria. He entered at 
some length into the discussion of the sequele, stating that they were 
paralysis, rheumatism and general cachexia. 

After discussing the various plans of treatment, he divided it into 
local and general. Such mild cathartics should be used as the case 
seemed to require, although nothing like active purgation should be 
indulged in. Chlorate of potassa should be given pulverized with an 
equal amount of sugar, a little placed in the mouth, and allowed to 
run down the throat, that the local as well as the constitutional effect 
might be obtained. 

Sulph. quiniw and tr. ferri chloridi should be used as occasion re- 
quired ; also alcoholic liquors, either alone or combined with cinchona 
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bark ; wine whey, milk punch, and beef-tea were to be used to sup- 
port the patient when a nourishing diet could not be taken. 3 
The local applications should be such as would prevent the absorp- 
tion of fluid portions of the exudation. For this purpose persulphas 
‘ferri was recommended ; also the following Tr. ferri chlo- 
ridi, chlorat. potasse, 35i.; glycerin., 5ij. Misce. Either of these 
to be carefully applied with a soft brush. Externally, an infusion of 
hops in ley of wood ashes would be the best for any hot fomentations. 
The following deductions were made :—1st. That diphtheria has oc- 
curred as an epidemic from time to time since the first settlement of 
this country ; 2d. That it is a distinct disease, on no account to be 
confounded with scarlatina or croup; 3. That it is particularly a dis- 
ease of childhood, although it exempts no age; 4th. That it is com- 
municable to that degree that it is the duty of every physician to 
separate the infected from those that are well, particularly chil- 
dren; 5th. That it is a disease primarily affecting the blood; conse- 
quently the treatment to be effective must be not local but general, 
and of such a nature as to eradicate or neutralize the poison; such 
local treatment should, however, be used as will prevent the absorp- 
tion of fluid portions of the exudation ; 6th. That when the exuda- 
tion has invaded the trachea, the only hope of saving the patient is in 
tracheotomy. 
On motion of Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, of N. Y., the report was referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 
Dr. King wished to take exception to the remark made in this paper 
that when the membrane is thrown off from the trachea the patient 
will almost always get well. He had seen two cases, one a man and 
the other a child, in which the membrane had been thrown off, and 
both had died. He could not believe that the cast-off membrane was 
ever re-absorbed. He stated that he had ceased to use local applica- 
tions for anything more than their antiseptic effects ; and for this pur- 
on he thought that the solution of common salt was as good as any- 
thing else. 
Dr. Gallagher, of Pittsburgh, Pa., expressed himself much pleased 
with the report. He regretted, however, that the author had made no 
reference to the use of alum as a local application. He had used that 
remedy with the happiest effects, and had more confidence in it than 
in all the others. He had used also, with great satisfaction, the ordi- 
nary “hard cider,’’ with a view of assisting the elimination of the 
morbid materials by the kidneys. 
Dr. Worthington Hooker, of New Haven, Conn., stated that there 
was a great tendency in the profession to run into extremes in refer- 
ence to treatment. He was not disposed to think that any disease 
could be successfully treated by following any one plan to the exclu- 
sion of others. The really rational plan was to follow all the indications 
in the particular case as they might arise. There were many marked 
distinctions between croup and diphtheria, but he chose only to refer 
to the want of that severe constitutional disturbance in the former 
which is never absent in the latter disease. 

Dr. McCollom, of Woodstock, Vt., stated that he had seen two hun- 
dred cases of the disease in his county within the last five years. He 
had seen three or four cases recover after the membrane had been cast 
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off. He never used gargles, except as disinfectants. As regards ice, 
he had noticed benefit from its use in a great many cases. He had 
also been in the habit of allowing his patients to inhale the vapor of 
acetic acid, and with marked benefit. 

Dr. Gross, of Pittsburgh, stated that he had had a large experience 
in the treatment of diphtheria in his district, and had come to the con- 
clusion that the best means of treatment consisted, first in the use of 
calomel as an antiphlogistic, followed by the very free use of chlorate 
of potash. He had seen four or five hundred cases of the disease 
since he instituted this plan of treatment, but he had not met with a 
single fatal case. He also, in conjunction with the foregoing reme- 
dies, made use of the solution of nitrate of silver (20 grains to the 
ounce) as a local application, as well as saturated solutions of alum 
and lemon-juice on crushed ice. 

Dr. Bibbins, of N. Y., stated that some time since the question was 
asked him by Prof. A. Clark—What was the number of cases of diph- 
theria which he had met with in dispensary practice? Dr. Bibbins, 
before he was prepared to answer such a question, wished to know 
from Dr. Clark what he understood to be true diphtheria—whether the 
essential symptoms of the disease were considered to be adenitis, 
false membrane, fever, and depression of the vital powers. ‘ Of 
course,’ replied Clark. Dr. A. Jacobi, who had studied this sub- 
ject very thoroughly, has published the fact that these symptoms are 
always essential to the disease. A certain proportion of cases must 
be distributed to each individual ; and such being the fact, he could 
not but believe that when gentlemen report such a large number of 
cases as occurring in their practice they do not take into account the 
necessary symptoms of diphtheria; that a great many report cases 
which they call diphtheria, which other practitioners are not willing 
to admit as such. He remarked that the average mortality of true 
cases of diphtheria among dispensary patients was thirty-three per 
cent., and did not suppose that under any treatment this mortality 
could be much decreased. Dr. A. Clark had reported the same rate 
of mortality. Dr. Bibbins was led to believe, from the cases which 
he had met with, that the tonic and supporting plan of treatment was 
the only reliable one. 

Dr. Shumway, of N. Y., had used with great benefit, as local appli- 
cations, the nitrate of silver stick, the chlorate of potash and the 
chlorate of ammonia. He apprehended that the great difficulty with 
many patients that were convalescent was not that they did not get 
medicine enough, but that there was paralysis of the throat, which pre- = 
vented them from swallowing them. In those cases he had used nu- 
tritive injections into the stomach with very good results. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., spoke in this connection of blood-poisoning in 
many diseases, diphtheria among the rest. He thought there was yet 
a great deal to be learned with reference to the true pathology of these 
so-called blood diseases. The query had arisen with him whether 
diphtheria really depended primarily upon a poison in the blood, or 
whether the altered condition of the blood itself, instead of being pri- 
mary, was itself a secondary consequence of a prior change in the 
properties of the organized tissues of the human body. He discussed 
this question at considerable length, showing the probability that there 
might be such a fundamental error in nutrition, as that assimilation 
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or disassimilation was so interfered with that the blood was poisoned 
in consequence. 

Dr. Hewitt remarked that he had great faith in the solvent power of 
both alum and chlorate of potash on the diphtheritic membrane. He 
had taken pieces of the membrane that had been separated, and had 
dissolved them entirely in the solution of these salts. His treatment 
was to take a glass tube, pass it back into the fauces, and inject one 
or the other of the solutions directly against the affected parts. 

Dr. McIntyre, of Concord, N. H., was of the opinion that if there 
was any error in nutrition, it was secondary to the formation of the 
membrane in the throat, which by obstruction to the respiration inter- 
fered with the proper oxidation of the blood. This he considered to 
be the starting-point of the constitutional trouble. For the purpose 
of aiding the system in the elimination of the poison in the later 
stages of the disease he had used colchicum seed, guaiac and nitrate 
of potash, with much satisfaction. 

Dr. Taylor, of Iowa, did not think there was any benefit to be at- 
tained by suggesting this and that remedy for a disease which had ex- 
isted in every section of the country ; for different remedies must be 
used in different localities, and he thought the best guide for any gene- 
ral plan of treatment was to be found in a proper, thorough, and en- 
lightened view of the pathology of the disease. 

Seconp Session.—Dr. Lake J. Tefft in the chair. 

The second meeting of the Section was held at the Dental College, 
corner of Hanover and Lombard Streets, on Wednesday, May 2d, 
* 1866, at 3.45, P.M. 

Dr. James J. Levick, of Philadelphia, read the ‘‘ Report of the Spe- 
cial Committee on Spotted Fever.”’ 

On motion of Dr. Henry D.'Holton, of Putney, Vt., the report was 
referred to the Committee on Publication, with a recommendation for 
its publication in the Transactions of the Association. 

Inhalation of Nebulized Fluids.—Dr. J. Solis Cohen, of Philadelphia, 
read a paper entitled ‘‘ Remarks on the Inhalation of Nebulized Li- 
quids, and their Topical Application to Inflamed and Ulcerated Sur- 
faces,’’ 

The reader stated that his design was not so much to present a re- 
view of the knowledge of the profession on these topics, or to bring 
forward any of his peculiar views, as to give a résumé of the 
results thus far obtained from recent experience, with a view of elicit- 
ing upon a subsequent occasion a valuable paper on the whole sub- 
ject of the Therapeutics of Inhalation, which should embody the ex- 
perience of a number of observers, and furnish the profession with 
authoritative data for their general investigation, inasmuch as the 
literature on this subject, especially in this country, was very meagre 
and unsatisfactory. 

The paper stated that the idea of treating diseases of the respira- 
tory organs by inhalation, which should bring remedies directly in 
contact with diseased surfaces, was as old as the healing art itself; 
for what was more natural than to imitate the entrance of the vivify- 
ing breath of life in its access to the economy? The records of classic 
Greece and Rome show that this principle was taken advantage of in 
the inhalation 6f volatile substances, and in the residence of patients 
upon the sea-shore, and in the neighborhood of volcanoes. This 
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method of treatment fell into disuse, and was again resorted to many 
times, and had fallen into permanent neglect for a long period, until 
the discoveries of oxygen leading to further chemical research, and 
the promulgation of the exhilarating effects following inhalation of 
the nitrous oxide gas, again directed attention to the subject of inha- 
lation as aremedial agent. Then the ammoniacal exhalations from 
cattle yards, stables, &c., became largely employed in many affec- 
tions, until too extended empirical application to all the ills of life 
meeting with failure, led the whole system into disuse, even for these 
affections for which it was originally intended. The discoveries of 
the properties of chlorine, iodine, &c., of the effects of the smoking 
of opium among the Chinese, led to the employment of similar sub- 
stances; and the whole series of narcotics, resins, and all substances 
producing vapor, became employed in this manner. 

Observations of the diseases affecting workers in minerals, metals, 
&c., and the post-mortem revelations of the scapel, proving the en- 
trance of particles of dust into the lungs, ‘ed to the therapeutic em- 
ployment of powders by inhalation. 

After some other general remarks of a similar nature, the paper 
went on to relate that within a few years a new method of presenting 
liquid substances for inhalation as such, had become much employed in 
Europe, and seemed to promise an extensive field of success in the 
treatment of the whole class of pectoral troubles. 

Every one is familiar with the effect of a stream of water directed 
upon the side of a house, how a large portion of the volume of water 
is directed back in a shower of small streams, or coarse spray. In: 
certain bathing establishments in Germany, many liquid applications 
are made on this principle to the surface of the body in the treatment 
of affections of special organs, and of the general system likewise. 
Streams of the medicated liquid are forced against metallic plates on 
the walls of the bathing apartments, and fall over the desired surfaces 
in this shower or coarse spray. 

Tt having been noticed that amelioration of concomitant chest affec- 
tions seemed to follow this exposure for other purposes, patients were 
sent to these establishments to respire the air thus impregnated. The 
beneficial results obtained at the Inhalatorium of Dr. Auphan, of Eaux- 
les-Bains, established in 1849, led to similar establishments elsewhere, 
until finally, Sales-Girons, who, in connection with Flubé, had, in 
1856, erected an inhalatorium at Pierre-fonds, conceived the idea of 
constructing on this principle a portable apparatus which could be 
employed by patients at their residences, and thus admit of much 
wider application. Sales-Girons exhibited an instrument of this kind 
to the Academy in 1858. His apparatus consisted of a condensing 
syringe, which forced a very fine stream of liquid against a convex 
metallic button, converting it in deflection into a very finely divided 
spray, having much the appearance of a dense fog or mist, the sepa- 
rate particles of which, suspended as they are for a time in the at- 
mosphere, playing around much like the dust observed in a sunbeam, 
can be drawn into the lungs by inspiration. 

The paper referred to several of these apparatus, especially the 
modification of the tubes of Bergsen, and the employment of steam 
by Siegle, in lieu of the compressed air, and stated that experiments 
upon living animals proved the entrance of these particles into the 
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air-cells ; though for various reasons, the spray striking against many 
surfaces during its ingress, its dissipation into a much larger volume 
than could be received into the mouth, &c., but a small quantity of 
the liquid thus nebulized (the writer thought not more than twelve 
per cent.) could reach the smaller bronchial ramifications. 

The writer thought that the application in this manner of liquid 
substances of known strength directly to the diseased surfaces would 
prove more prompt in effect, whether for good or ill, than when the 
entire current of the circulation became the vehicle of communication, 
perhaps affecting the general system when not desirable. The mu- 
cous membrane of the lungs is quick to absorb, secretes no chemical 
product to modify chemical medicines, and has no temporary ingesta 
to interfere with the direct action of remedial agents applied to it. 

Although the results thus far obtained are far from being positive, 
and many of them are unsatisfactory and negative, still they are such 
as to justify careful research into this new method of medication. 

Some conclusions were then given as the results of recorded expe- 
rience ; the results of the writer’s personal experience and observa- 
tions, and the results of extensive experiments, carefully conducted 
by Dr. J. M. Da Costa, at the Pennsylvania Hospital, as well as those 
obtained by the latter named gentleman in his private practice. 

A few remarks followed as to the manner of preparing medicines 
for employment in this way, and their application when different parts 
of the air-passages were to be medicated. 

Allusion was made to the employment of this system of nebuliza- 
tion for local applications to inflamed and ulcerated surfaces on the 
exterior of the body, and a certain distance within the various cavi- 
ties, and an instrument devised for this purpose was exhibited, to de- 
monstrate that in a second or two a layer of a caustic or other solu- 
tion, many times more delicate than any film which could be deposited 
by the slightest touch of a hair pencil, could be directed upon an ul- 
cerated or inflamed surface, whether of large or small surface. A 
continuous application of course can be kept up when desired, and in 
this connection the method was recommended for the production of 
local anzesthesia for minor operations in surgery—a subject at present 
exciting a good deal of attention, and brought to the notice of the 
profession by Dr. B. W. Richardson, of London. 

On motion, the paper was referred to the Committee on Publication, 
for publication in the Transactions of the year; but at the request of 
the writer the motion was modified to call for the appointment of a 
special committee to report on the ‘‘ Therapeutics of Inhalation” at 
the next annual meeting of the Association. . 

On motion, the paper was received. 

Dr. J. E. Clawson, of Delaware, moved that the Section appoint a 
Special Committee on the Therapeutics of Inhalation, to consist of 
three members, and that the paper of Dr. J. S. Cohen, just read, be 
referred to that Committee. Carried. 

The Chairman appointed as such Committee : : 

Drs. J. Solis Cohen, Philadeiphia; Dr. J. M. Da Costa, Philadel- 
phia; Dr. L. Elsberg, New York. 


Adjourned. 
Tuirp Srssion.—The Section met at Concordia Hall, on Thursday, 
May 3, 1866, at 1.45, P.M. 
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In the absence of the Chairman, Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, of New York, 
was elected Chairman, pro tem. 

The 1inutes of the last meeting having been read and approxed, 
the Section adjourned, sine die. 


Section on Medical Jurisprudence, Physiology and Hygiene. 


First Session, May 1, 1866.—The session was organized at Concor- 
dia Hall, 3, P.M., May 1, by electing Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Pennsyl- 
vania, Chairman; and Dr. A. N. Bell, of New York, Secretary. 

Report on Disinfectants.—The first paper called up was the Report 
on Disinfectants, which was read by Dr. E. M. Hunt, of New Jersey, 
chairman of the committee. On motion to refer it to the Committee 
on Publication, it was brought under discussion by Dr. T. Antisell, 
who, though he considered the report in many respects an able one, 
did not regard it sufficiently elaborate, particularly in the special 
utility of dry heat for the destruction of fungous organisms resulting 
from the exposed excreta of persons sick of the cholera. While he 
regarded the most scrupulous cleanliness and care in the removal as 
speedily as possible, of all accumulations of whatever kind from such 
persons; yet he thought that here disinfectants had their chief appli- 
cation, and that if means could be devised for the thorough applica- 
tion of heat to all such accumulations, the poisonous quality for the 
diffusion of the epidemic would be destroyed. Of ozone and other 
disinfectants dwelt upon by the committee, he thought them of much 
less importance ; and that they occupied too large a space in the re- 
port, to the exclusion of that which he considered much more useful. 

Drs. Green, C. A. Lee, E. R. Squibb, Jas. Hibberd, took issue with 
Dr. Antisell as to the province of the committee in the report, regard- 
ing it in the main as sufficiently elaborate, and more strictly -in ac- 
cordance with what reports for the Transactions of the Association 
should be, than if it went into collateral subjects. 

Drs. Hunt and Bell defended the report on the ground that it was 
necessarily a chief effort on the part of the committee to present a - 
résumé of such facts as had from time to time been brought to notice 
in the history of disinfectants; and that it would not only be out of 
the province of the committee, but quite impossible, to report upon 
the special indications for the application of disinfectants to the va- 
rious supposed causes of disease, such as the one presented by Dr. 
Antisell, 

The motion to refer the paper to the Committee on Publication was 
then put, and the paper was so referred. 

On motion, it was voted that Dr. Antisell be requested to prepare a 
paper for the next session of the Association, On the Causes of Epi- 

emics. 

Influence of Electricity on Epidemics,—The next paper taken up was 
the report of a special committee on the Influence of Electricity on 
Epidemics, by Dr. Squire Littell, of Philadelphia. 

This report was presented to the Section on Hygiene at the last ses- 
sion of the Association, but owing to its length was not alf read. 
It was deferred for the time, and owing to the supposed absence of 
the author from the country, the paper was omitted from the Trans- 
actions. Members of the Section present who had carefully examined 
the paper, spoke of it in high terms, and as being well worthy of pub- 
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lication in the Transactions. But as it was a long paper, and had 
already been examined, and in part at least discussed, they did not 
deem it worth while to again occupy the attention of the Section with 
its consideration. 


On motion, it was referred to the Committee on Publication. The 
Section then adjourned. 

Seconp Session, May 2.—The Use of Permanganate of Potash.—Dr. 
B. F. Craig read a paper on the use of potash for the purification of 
water, especially during the prevalence of epidemic cholera. 

The points of the paper were presented by Drs. C. A. Lee and E. R. 
Squibb, namely, that the disinfecting agent in the use of the perman- 
ganate of potash and allied substances was ozone. According to the 
remarks of Dr. Squibb, the power of disinfecting substances generally, 
excepting some, such as charcoal, which are absorbents, can be mea- 
sured in a certain degree by the facility with which they give out or 
abstract oxygen. The paper under discussion was defective, in that 
the author assumed that the organic matter present in nature is the 
cause of cholera; and also that he took no note of the deposit of 
carbonate of potassa that would take place, even to a mischievous de- 
gree, in the use of the remedy. Yet, upon the whole, the paper should 
be regarded as a contribution to the important subject of disinfectants. 
It was, on motion, voted to commend it to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 

Compulsory Vaccination.—Compulsory vaccination was presented 
as a subject of discussion by Dr. A. N. Bell, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on that subject. While he regarded the literature of vaccina- 
tion for the profession exhausted, he considered the field still large for 
the purpose of the Committee, namely, the diffusion of information 
among the people ; and his chief object in presenting the subject in 
this manner, instead of by formal report, was to elicit the expression 
of the Section as to the best means of diffusing information. In the 
Southern States, especially, a new field was now open for reaching a 
large number of persons requiring vaccination and revaccination, in 
order to put a stop to the ravages of ‘smallpox, and he hoped that 
some of the gentlemen present would be able to assist the Committee 
in devising means for‘such a purpose. 

Dr. Wm. M. Charters, of Georgia, described the ravages of small- 
pox among the negroes at Savannah on the arrival of Gen. Sherman’s 
army, and attributed it, not to any want of a correct appreciation of 
the utility of vaccination, but to the imperfect manner in which vacci- 
nation was performed. 

It was the practice, to a great extent, to commit this subject to un- 
professional persons. In the Southern States, especially, masters and 
overseers thought themselves equally competent with physicians for 
so simple an operation. But the result justified the conclusion that 
the disease they communicated was frequently a vaccinotd sore only, 
and not a vaccine vesicle. The operation was performed more with 
reference to making a sore than anything else, and that was regarded 
as the prophylactic, but exposure proved the contrary. In other cases, 
however, and these were by no means insignificant, vaccination had 
been well performed and it had taken perfectly, -but the susceptibility 
to it and to smallpox not having been exhausted, the individual was 
still liable. He therefore advocated exhaustive vaccination to begin 
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with ; let the operation be repeated until it ceases to produce an im- 
pression, and he believed susceptibility to smallpox would be destroyed 
for the whole lifetime of the individual. To accomplish this, he be- 
lieved in the necessity of compulsory laws, requiring every person to 
be thoroughly vaccinated, under such penalties as would insure com- 
pliance. Drs. Lee and Hibberd referred to the ineffectual State laws 
on the subject, and also to the no less ineffectual laws of England, 
and thought that something more was required. 

Dr. Nebinger did not believe that such laws could ever be made 
effectual in this country, and thought that the work of the Committee 
to diffuse information—which, so far as vaccination without danger, 
or a belief in its prophylactic powers was concerned, was effectual— 
only now need be pressed to the equal necessity of re-vaccination. 
On the necessity of re-vaccination, he knew there were yet many physi- 
cians and a multitude of other people needing information. He cited 
several cases in illustration. He hoped that the Committee would be 
continued, and that every member of the Section would do his utmost 
to press upon the attention of the profession and the public the facts 
that had already been presented in the last year’s report. 

Dr. Toner expected much good to result from registration, a subject 
that was now attracting attention; and when it was so far advanced 
that correct information could be gained as to who was and who was 
not vaccinated, he thought that one great obstacle would be removed 
—the necessity of universal vaccination would be so much more appa- 
rent that the purpose of the committee would be much facilitated. 

On motion, it was voted that the Section recommend that the Com- 
mittee be continued. 

Dr. C. A. Lee introduced leakage of gas pipes as a subject well 
worthy of the consideration of the Section and of the Association. 

On motion, it was voted that Dr. J. C. Draper, of New York, be 
requested to prepare a report for the next session of the Association on 
the leakage of gas pipes. 

Tutrp Session, May 3.—Qn Alcohol and its Relations to Man.—This 
paper, by Dr. Gerard F. Morgan, of Maryland, was presented and in 
part read by Dr. Dunbar, member of the Special Committee with Dr. 
Morgan to present a report upon this subject. ; 

After some discussion it was, on motion, voted, that the report pre- 
sented by the Committee on the subject be referred to a new commit- 
tee to report at the next session. 

Dr. Dunbar, of Maryland, Dr. T. Antisell, D. C., and Dr. N.S. 
Davis, Ill., were nominated, and the request referred to the Associa- 
tion. Adjourned sine die. 


Section on Surgery. 


First Session, May 1.—Dr. A. C. Post in the Chair; Dr. J. H. 
Burge, Secretary. 

The meeting was held at the Dental College, at 3 o’clock, P.M. 
There being no report of the papers which had been referred to this 
Section, a motion was made to adjourn, to meet again in the same 
place at 3 o’clock, P.M., on Wednesday, 2d inst. Carried. 

Seconp Sesston, May 2.—The Surgical Seetion met at 3 o’clock, 
pursuant to adjournment. Dr. Post in the Chair. : 
Dr. J. 8. Cohen, of Philadelphia, offered a paper by Dr. J. M. Bois- 
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not, of the same city, on Fracture of the Patella, and exhibited an 
apparatus for its treatment. On motion, the paper was referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. J. 5. Cohen read a paper on Vocal Paralysis, with Aphonia, 
cured by the application of stimuli and by the use of what he called 
vocal gymnastics. The paper was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. J. J. Woodward, U.S.A., chairman of the Committee on the 
Causes and Pathology of Pyemia, presented a very elaborate paper. 
The Section listened for nearly an hour, when several members ex- 
pressed their great interest in th® communication, but owing to the 
shortness of the session it was voted to refer it at once to the Com- 
mittee on Publication, with the recommendation to publish it in full. 

Dr. Woodward also presented some very beautiful photographs, il- 
lustrative of the success attained in micro-photography. In these 
specimens microscopes of very differing powers had been used. 

Dr. A. C. Post, of New York, exhibited an original instrument for 
the bilateral operation of lithotomy. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchison, of Brooklyn, said he had used the instrument 
with satisfaction, and therefore moved that Dr. Post be requested to 
furnish a description for publication in the Transactions of this Asso- 
ciation. Seconded and carried. 

Dr. Post presented, also, a new instrument for making applications 
to the os uteri. It consists of a straight and rather slender pair of 
forceps, made short for convenience of carrying, but when in use 
elongated by a handle screwed thereupon. By a slide upon the 
forceps the blades are approximated and made to close firmly upon 
any object. The Doctor observed that it might be used either as a 
forceps to hold any substance which the operator might wish to ap- 
ply, or to remove extraneous bodies from the vagina. 

Dr. Post also presented a small instrument to facilitate the intro- 
duction of insect pins for sutures; some of these pins being so deli- 
cate that without such guide they bend and become useless. The 
instrument consists of a sharp-pointed, slightly curved, grooved nee- 
dle—the groove being in its long axis.. In using, the needle is to be 
introduced to the very position which the pin is intended to occupy. - 
The pin is then guided by the groove, carried to its place, and held 
there while the needle is withdrawn in the backward direction. 

Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston, presented an instrument which he 
called the ‘‘ Clamp Shield,’”’ designed by him to lessen the dangers of 
extirpation of the uterus by abdominal section, and read a paper on 
the subject, which was referred to the Committee on Publication. | 

Four Operations for Lithotomy on the same Patient.—Dr. J. C. Hughes, 
of Iowa, reported a case of vesical calculi, in which he had four times 
performed the bilateral section in the same patient. When the second 
operation became necessary, lithotrity was attempted, but failed. At 
the time of the third operation the patient was much emaciated and 
very feeble, yet he recovered nicely. In less than another year the 
fourth operation was demanded, when twelve calculi were removed ; 
drawings of these accompanying the paper. Dr. Hughes spoke high- 
ly of the bilateral as compared with the lateral operation, having per- 
formed it twenty-one times with the loss of but a single patient. 

The paper was referred to the Committee on Publication. 
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Dr. Hughes also spoke of a new method of operating upon limbs 
which were both curved and shortened. He said Barton’s mode was 
to saw out the V-shaped portion of the bone on its convexity ; but as 
Dr. Hughes wished both to straighten and lengthen the limb, he cut 
down on the convex side, and, passing a chain-saw around the bone, 
made a partial section on the side of its concavity, and then used 
such manual force as was necessary to straighten it—thus leaving a 
chasm to be filled, instead of losing an additional inch. 

It was moved by Dr. H. R. Storer, of Mass., that Dr. Hughes be 
requested to write a description of the operation for insertion in the 
Transactions of this Association. ~* 

On motion, the Section adjourned, to meet at 3 o’clock, P.M., next 
day, May 3d, in the same place. 

Tuirp Session, May 3d.—The Section met at the appointed hour. 
Dr. Post in the chair. 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, moved that Dr. Post be request- 
ed to furnish for the Transactions of the Association a description of 
his grooved needle, previously exhibited. Dr. Sayre thought the 
thanks of the profession were due to Dr. Post for this unpretending 
but eminently useful instrument. Carried. 

Dr. Sayre then read a paper on Luxation of the Femur into the 
Ischiutic Notch, of nine months’ standing, reduced by manipulation. 
Referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Dewitt C. Enos, of Brooklyn, read a paper on the Intra-oral 
Method of Operating for removal of Lower Jaw. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Dr. George M. McGill, U.S.A., presented a paper advocating the 
adoption of a periosteum flap in all amputations in the continuity— 
including a report of five cases. The Doctor exhibited casts of two 
of the stumps efter these operations, which were beautifully oval. 
Paper referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Enos thought the suggestion of Dr. McGill a good one, but in 
one case in which he had made a pcriosteal flap in his own practice, 
there had been such a reproduction of bone as to necessitate a second 
operation. 

Dr. Louis Elsberg, of New York, read a paper on the Means of 
Diagnosis at present available in Diseases of the Larynx, with full di- 
rections for the use of the Laryngoscope. On motion, referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. B. J. Raphael, of New York, stated that Dr. Montrose A. Pal- 
jen, of St. Louis, made a partial report in 1860, on the Various 
Surgical Operations for the Relief of Defective Vision, and moved 
that the committee be continued. Carried. On motion of Dr. Kaphael, 
Dr. E. Krackowizer, of New York, and Dr. J. 8. Cohen, of Philadelphia, 
were appointed a Committee to report on the subject of Local Anes- 
thesia. Dr. Post made some remarks on the subject of partial aneesthe- 
sia and the codperation of the intelligent patient with the practitioner. 

On motion of Dr. B. J. Raphael, Dr. Henry D. Noyes, of New York, 
was appointed a committee to report on the influence upon vision of 
the abnormal conditions of the muscular apparatus of the eye. 

On motion of Dr. E. Krackowizer, of New York, Dr. Raphael was 
appointed a committee to report on the comparative merits of the 
different operations for the extraction of vesicular calculi. 

Whereupon the Section adjourned sine die. ' 
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BOSTON: THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 1866, 


ANNUAL MEETING GF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Tne recent anniversary of our State Society will undoubtedly be 
regarded by all who participated in it ag the pleasantest in their recol- 
lection, and the large attendance and interest manifested in the pro- 
ceedings on both days, notwithstanding the unfavorable weather, 
stamped the new order of arrangements as a complete success. The 
protracted session of the Legislature deprived the Society of the use 
of the Hail of Representatives, so that the meeting was held in the 
lecture room of the Lowell Institute, which was kindly placed at its 
disposal by the Curator, Dr. Cotting. | 

First Dav.—The number in attendance at the hospitals on Tuesday 
morning was large, and several intezesting operations were performed 
by the surgeons of both institutions. The Society was called to or- 
der at 12, M., by the President, Dr. A. A. Gould, and the Chairman. 
of the Committee on the Order of Business, Dr. John Homans, ex- 
plained the purpose of the extraordinary meeting. Portions of pa- 
pers en the following subjects were then read:—Qn the Vegetable 
Parasites of the Human Skin, by James C. White, M.D. ; Observa- 
tions on the Physiology of the Larynx, by Henry K. Oliver, M.D. ; 
Autumnal Catarrh, by Morrill Wyman, M.D.; Luxations of the 
Shoulder-joint, by Richard M. Hodges, M.D. ; Observations on Cho- 
lera, by Walter Channing, M.D.; The Policy or Impolicy of remov- 
ing Leucocythemic Glandular Tumors, by David W. Cheever, M.D. 
Dr. Henry J. Bigelow exhibited the new agent for local anesthesia, 
Rhigolene, introduced by him to the profession in this Journat a few 
weeks ago, and demonstrated the ready method of its application. 
At 2 o’clock, the meeting adjourned. | 

Afternoon Session.—At 4 o’clock the Society re-assembled, and pa- 
pers were read by J. Mason Warren, M.D., on Cystic Tumors of 
the Jaw, and by H. W. Williams, M.D., on Some Conservative Mea- 
sures required in Certain Diseases of the Eye. Dr. H. R. Storer ex- 
hibited and read an account of the use of a new clamp to, be used in 
the removal of ovarian and uterine tumors in place of the ecraseur. 
At 6 o’clock the meeting adjourned. The papers presented during 
the day were generally of great interest, although but a small part of 
each was read, on account of the limited time assigned to each reader. 
Another year we trust the arrangements may be such as to allow 
more time to this impertant part of the proceedings, as well as oppor- 
tunity for discussion. : 

Wepnespay, Seconp Day.—Annual Business Meeting.—The Presi- 
dent called the meeting to order at 10, A.M. After the reading of 
the records of the last annual meeting, and of the meetings held yes- 
terday, by ihe Recording Secretary, Dr. D. W. Cheever, the annual 
report of Dr. Francis Minot, the Treasurer, was read. This re- 
port states that the yearly receipts have been $6098°97 ; expenditures, 
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$4252°21; balance on hand, $1846°76, of which $867°42 is availa- 
ble for the general purposes of the Society. The property of the So- 
ciety amounts to $30,420'17. In his report the Treasurer reeommends 
that the annual assessment be increased to meet the growing expenses 
of the Society, and for publishing the papers read at the annual 
meetings. 

Dr. R. M. Hodges, the Recording Secretary, next submitted his re- 
port for the year. This gave the officers elected at the meeting of the 
Councillors, held the evening previous, for the ensuing year, as fol- 
lows :— President, Dr. Henry C. Perkins, of Newburyport ; Vice Pre- 
sident, Dr. Foster Hooper, of Fall River ; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. 
C. D. Homans, of Boston; Recording Secretary, Dr. D. W. Cheever, 
of Boston; Z’reasurer, Dr. Francis Minot, of Boston; Librarian, Dr. 
J.C. White, of Boston; Orator, Dr. H. P. Wakefield, of South Read- 
ing; Anniversary Chairman, Dr. If. W. Williams, of Boston. 

The Secretary stated that at this Councillors’ meeting it was voted 
to hold the next annual meeting in this city on the first Wednesday 
in June, instead of the last Wednesday in May. The assessment was 
increased, to take effect after the beginning of 1867, to five dollars ; 
and the cost of diplomas from one to five dollars. It was reported, at 
the Councillors’ meeting, that no essay had been presented for the 
_$100 prize which was offered last year. The offer has been renewed ; 
it is for the best essay on ‘‘ Expectant Medicine: the extent to which 
it is practised at the present day, and the modes by which it is coun- 
terfeited.”’ 

Dr. Luther Parks, Jr., of Boston, Chairman of the Committee 
to whom was referred the subject of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, read 
an abstract of a lengthy and valuable report on that subject. A dis- 
cussion on the paper was participated in by Drs. Hartwell, Wilcox 
and Alden. 

Dr. E. Cutter, of Woburn, exhibited a model of a fracture bed, and 
also an atomizer of liquids. 

Dr. Chapin, of Winchester, read a paper on the Medicinal Quali- 
ties of the Common Mullein. 

Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston;read a paper on ‘The Abetment of 
Criminal Abortion by Medical Men.”’ | 

At one o’clock, the annual oration was delivered by Dr. George C. 
Shattuck, on ‘“ Professional Relations,’ for a brief abstract of which, 
and the proceedings at the dinner, we are indebted to the report of 
the Daily Advertiser. 

Dr. Shattuck, after speaking of the success and importance of the 
Society, proceeded to enlarge upon the work and the trials of the 
profession. One of their greatest trials, he said, was that they were 
obliged to have intercourse with many who from ignorance have no 
confidence in the profession, and ridicule and insult them. We have, 
he continued, within our midst, societies of individuals banded to- 
gether to interfere with the work of the profession, and to set up the 
idea of alt working upon their own ideas. This state of affairs should 
lead medical men to look into their own selves, and see wherein they 
are deficient, and what is wanting to counteract this work. Such So- 
cieties as this are valuable in this respect to an extensive degree. 
The speaker referred to and read the act of Parliament providing that 
no person sball praetise in London the art of healing except on strict 
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conditions, and recognizing the high position which the medical pro- 
fession held; and then argued that the medical man especially needed 
to be continually seeking light and strength from above, and that the- 
ology should not be disregarded. Touching on quackery he said that 
the medical societics had not the authority to punish this rascality, 
and therefore the profession should continue to improve themselves 
and to so work and study as to keep out from their midst those 
ignorant persons who profess, but do great injury. He acknow- 
ledged that the science was not perfect, but this should not be allowed 
as an argument against it ; a harmonious concentration of action and 
effect should be made to perfect the science and increase the skill upon 
which depends the alleviation of suffering humanity. We must look 
out for moral improvement in order that we may succeed. The orator 
considered that many of the abortive attempts to heal and cure were 
attributed to selfishness. Faith and‘confidence in ourselves, he said, 
are essential elements in order that we may inspire a reciprocal re- 
sponse from our patients. Education is an all-important consideration 
to the practitioner. We must all deplore the ignorance and want of 
culture of those who are just entering the profession. We want and 
should have properly endowed medical schools. The Legislature has 
never given money or any encouragement to such institutions, while 
it has but recently given aid to a female medical college; therefore . 
we can only depend upor private generosity. The three years’ course 
which is now the term for students, is not long enough, and thorough 
enough. The science of medicine is never completely learned; the 
student must ever study, must ever experiment and be open to sug- 
gestions and information. In conclusion the orator eulogized those 
members of the Society who have, during the last year, passed to ‘‘ that 
bourne whence no traveller returns.”’ It has been stated, he said, that 
in the medical profession the average of life is small, yet of the nine- 
teen who have gone to their rest and their account, one attained the 
age of eighty-one, and one of eighty-five; all were held in high es- 
teem by their fellows, and their good qualities and faithful services 
will ever be remembered. 

The thanks of the Society were voted for this able discourse. 
Thanks were also returned to Dr. Gould, the retiring President, for his 
long and faithful services, and to Dr. Cotting for the use of the hall. 
Dr. Gould introduced the President elect, Dr. Henry C. Perkins, of 
Newburyport, who made a few appropriate remarks. 

The Anniversary Dinner.—Immediately upon the adjournment of 
the meeting in the Lowell Institute the Society proceeded in a body 
to the Music Hall, there to partake of the anniversary dinner. On the 
floor and on the platform the tables were placed at which the compa- 
ny, to the number of about six hundred, took seats. After a little 
organ music, and a prayer by Bishop Eastburn, the Anniversary Chair- 
mau, Dr. William E. ‘Townsend, invited the gentlemen of the Society 
to proceed to a discussion of the business now before*them. 

After dinner, Dr. Townsend called the company to order and made a 
brief address of welcome, speaking substantially as follows :— 

Genllemen,—It is my privilege and my pleasure to welcome you 
here on this occasion, when once more surrounded by peace and pros- 
perity. The din of war’s horrid alarms silenced, we meet in social 
Intercourse, to exchange fraternal greetings and to renew the friend- 
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ships once so dear to us. It is well, occasionally, to lay aside the 
toils, the cares and the anxieties of the profession, which weigh so 
heavily on every thoughtful man, and to feel that here, at least, we 
are free from responsibility and at liberty to enjoy a day of rest. It 
has been the aim of the Committee of Arrangements so to dispose of 
the time allotted to this our annual gathering as to afford to every 
brother some opportunity of improving himself, and, by friendly meet- 
ing in this place, away from the noise and confusion by which we 
have usually been surrounded, to appreciate the ample dinner they 
have provided, and to enjoy in quiet the feast of reason yet in store. 
That the arrangements made have met with your approbation, and 
that you may all, for many years, continue to meet and enjoy your- 
selves with pleasure and benefit, is my most earnest wish. Although 
by the rules of the Society we are not allowed to pledge each other 
in anything but a temperance pledge, yet we are permitted dry toasts 
and to hope for exhilaration of mind from the responses they receive. 
I give you, therefore— 

The Massachusetts Medical Society—Long may it flourish, and like Aaron’s 
rod swallow up all rivals. 

Dr. Gould, the retiring President, was called upon to respond. He 
said :—The sentiment has a double aspect. It means, undoubtedly, 
that we shall appropriate to ourselves everything from every source 
which shall advance scientific medicine, and for this our Society has 
successfully labored. It has prescribed and enforced a thorough medi- 
cal education. It has selected and put into the hands of every mem- 
ber the best publications of the day. It has elicited the practical con- 
clusions and scientific researehes of its Fellows and given them pub- 
licity. By its discipline and social gatherings it has promoted honor- 
able intercourse and good fellowship. It has given the less favored 
by position and education opportunity to profit by the presence and 
skill of those more favored. It has subjected to scrutiny and adopted 
whatever has commended itself, from whatever source, whether from 
solid or fluid, from heat or cold, from mineral or vegetable, the scalpel, 
the crucible, the microscope and other scientific appliances. It bas thus 
cultivated the growth of the sturdy old tree of true medical science, 
rooted in the fertile soil of observation—the growth of many, many 
centuries, yet still sound at the core, still towering higher and spread- 
ing wider, enlarged from time to time by collateral branches, each one 
contributing to the efficiency of the parent trunk. [Applause.] The 
second aspect of the sentiment is that there are some things not to be 
welcomed or entertained by us. It is not every theory or every or- 
ganization which we would wish to swallow down; and while accept- 
ing that aspect of the toast which looks to the absorption by our rod, 
of the good and true, in view of the other aspect I would rather say :— 
_ The Monarch Medical Society—Like Jonah’s whale, may it reject every obnox- 
ious intrusion. [Applause and laughter. ] 

The next speaker which the president introduced was the orator of 
the day, Dr. Shattuck, of this city. He made a very short but pleas- 
ant speech, in which he took occasion to speak in congratulatory 
terms of the present condition of the Society and its value; and fur- 
ther to highly compliment the ‘‘ big organ.”’ 

Bishop Eastburn was called up by the following toast : 
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The Clergy—The ministers of him whom the Divine Psalmist says “ healetl 
those that are broken in heart and giveth medicine to heal their sickness.” 

Bishop Eastburn spoke of the influence of the family physician, 
and the quiet and calm which his presence in the sick room invari- 
ably produced. He also expressed his gratification that these medical 
societies were in existence, on account of the information which they 
brought before the young members of the profession. In conclusion 
he eulogized the well known fathers of the profession with whom he 
had come in contact. 

Dr. Jacob Bigelow being called up, made a very few happy remarks, 
which elicited much applause. 

The president next read a toast complimentary to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts and its Governor, and then read the follow- 
ing letter :-— 

Boston, May 30, 1866. 


To Wm. E. Townsend, M.D., Chairman of the Anniversary Committee of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Sir,—His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth directs me to con- 
vey, through you, to the Officers and Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, his sincere regrets that he is unable to be present at the annual dinner this 
day at the Music Hall. Pressing official duties consequent upon the adjournment 
of the Legislature demand his constant attendance at the Executive Chambers. 
He further directs me to express to you his appreciation of the courteous conside- 
ration of the Society in inviting him, and the expression of his great respect for 
the venerable and honored Society which has for so many years been the recog- 
nized exponent of the medical sentiment of Massachusetts. 

I am Sir, very respectfuily, Witt J. Das, 
. Surgeon-General of the Commonwealth. 

The reading of this letter was followed by Dr. Storer, President of 
the American Medical Association, in answer to a sentiment compli- 
mentary to that society ; Dr. Henry C. Perkins, of Newburyport, the 
newly elected President of the Massachusetts Medical Society; Dr. 
Henry L. Sabine, in response to a toast to Berkshire, ‘‘ the hills from 
whence cometh our health ;’’ Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, who gave the 
following toast : 

Our Army and Navy Surgeons—From the skilful and gallant manner in which 
they have performed their duty, we are confident that if they shall be again called 
upon to extirpate either rebels, tumors ovarian, or steatomatous, there will be at 
least nothing stay-at-home-atous about them. 

: ve Cotting, of Roxbury, and Dr. Upham, of Boston, also spoke 
riefly. 

Dr. Hart, of New York, returned the thanks of the N. Y. State Medi- 
cal Society for the kindness and urbanity with which their delegation 
had been received; and expressed the wish that a large delegation might 
be annually sent from the Massachusetts Medical Society to the meet- 
ing of the New York Society; assuring the Society that any dele- 
gates thus sent would be elected honorary members for the session, 
and would have all the privileges of active members for the occasion. 

Dr. Morland then made an address of thanks to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, and Dr. Townsend said a few closing words. : 

The dinner was sumptuous, the tables were adorned with fruits and 
flowers, the guests were comfortably seated, the great organ filled the 
lofty hall with excellent music, the speeches were short and good, and 
every one appeared to enjoy these pleasures to their utmost. The 
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Committee of Arrangements are entitled to great praise for the ad- 
mirable management of the occasion. 


Wholesale Poisoning by Lead.—It a ee that about two months ago various 
persons in that portion of the Walkill Valley which lies in the western part of 
Orange County, N. Y., began to be attacked with violent fits of sickness, the 
symptoms of which were considered by physicians to point clearly towards poison- 
ing by lead. Many cases proved fatal, and it was some time before the cause of 
the mischief was discovered. At length it was found that the lead was conveyed 
into the stomachs of the sufferers by bread and meal, and as the greater part of 
the flour used in that region was ground at the mill of a Mr. Marsh, of Philips- 
burgh, an investigation was at once made in that direction. Mr. Marsh had four 
‘“‘runs” of stone, and not only ground the corn used in all the country around, 
but sold a good deal of flour by wholesale, so that his mill was kept running night 
and day. ‘The set of stones set apart for custom work was very old. St was 
constantly needing repairs, and large cavities frequently appeared. Instead of 
filling these holes with the cement generally used for that purpose, the foolish 
miller put in common lead and pounded it down. When the stones were set run- 
ning, the constant attrition of course wore off the lead and mixed the particles 
with the flour. In every pound was mixed lead enough to make a small buck- 
shot. In the process of fermenting the flour and making it into bread the lead 
became carbonate of lead, one of the deadliest of poisons, and only the large 
quantities taken causing a counteraction in the system prevented even more fatal 
consequences. By examination, it was found that lead could be detected in the 
flour with the naked eye. Six leading physicians report over two hundred cases 
of poisoning which came under their charge. It need hardly be said that the mill 
is closed for the present.— Advertiser. | 


American Ophthalmological Society. —This scientific body, which is composed of 
the leading active oculists of the country, and which has already established for 
itself a high character, will hold its third annual meeting in this gos Tuesday, 
June 12th. The opening session will be held at the Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
Charles Street, at 9, A.M. Physicians are invited to attend. 


VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON. 
For THE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, JuNE 2d, 1866. 


DEATHS. 
‘ Males. | Females. | Total 
Deaths during the week - 39 34 73 
Ave. mortality of corresponding weeks for ten years, 1855—1865 | 41.4 35.6 77.0 
Average corrected toincreased population - - -— = 00 00 83.98 
Death of personsabove90 - = 0 0 0 


CoMMUNICATIONS REcEIVED.—Four Lectures on Hernia, given at the City Hospital, Bos- 
ton, by David W. Cheever, M.D. 

PAMPHLETS ReECEIVED.—Cholera: Facts and Conclusions as to its Nature, Prevention 
and Treatment. By H. Hartshorne, A.M., M.D., &c. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


Diep,—In New Orleans, May 12th, E. D. Fenner, M.D., one of the Editors of the South- 
ern Journal of Medical Sciences, just established in that city. 


DEatus 1n Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, June 2d, 73. Males, 39— 
Females, 34. Accident, 1—congestion of the brain, 3—disease of the brain, 4—bronchitis, 3 
—cancer, 4—consumption, 19—croup, 1—debility, 1—dropsy of the brain, 4—drowned, 1 
—dysentery, 1—typhoid fever, 3—hsmorrhage, 2—disease of the heart, 1—infantile disease, 
1—congestion of the lungs, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 2—marasmus, 4—measles, 1—ce- 
rebro-spinal meningitis, 1—paralysis, 2—pleurisy, 2—premature birth, 1—puerperal disease, 
2—rheumatism, 1—scurvy, 1—smallpox, 1—synovitis, 1—tetanus, 1—unknown, 3. 

Under 5 years of age, 19—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 years, 21—be- 
tween + ) and 60 years, 15—above 60 years, 10. Born in the United States, 44—Ireland, 22— 

8, 7. 
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